
 

 

MRDG Native Fish Restoration – Additional Information 

 

Description of the Situation 

Only two populations are not threatened by non-native trout.  The remaining 4 populations of CT occur 
above natural barriers. One of these populations is in the upper reaches of Dark Creek, within the North 
Peak Wilderness.  This upper 7.0 mile reach above the most upstream falls still contains genetically pure 
CT. Dark Creek is the third largest tributary to the Yellow River with a watershed area of about 62 square 
miles.  Currently, the presence of rainbow trout (RBT) previously stocked in portions of the Dark Creek 
has compromised the genetic integrity of the CT population resulting in hybridization in the middle and 
lower reaches.  Both state and Forest Service fisheries biologists consider the middle and lower reaches 
of Dark Creek, including the portions within the wilderness, to be a critical and essential part of the CT 
habitat and population within the Yellow River watershed. 
 
The state has proposed a project which would involve removing the existing non-native hybridized fish 
in the 9.4 mile middle reach between the two natural barrier falls.   The purpose of this analysis is to first 
determine if any action is needed in wilderness (Step 1) and, if so, then determine what the minimum 
required activity is (Step 2).  If action is needed, the state’s proposal and alternatives will be considered 
in Step 2.  
 
Step 1 – Options Outside Wilderness 
 
Limiting the project to the portion of Dark Creek outside wilderness is not sufficient as the existing RBT 
and hybridized CT within wilderness would prevent the native CT re-population. 
 
 
Step 2 – Other Direction 

Policies And Guidelines For Fish And Wildlife Management In National Forest And Bureau Of Land 
Management Wilderness (as amended June, 2006) 
 
2.  Application of Pesticides 
 The use of pesticides may be necessary in management of fish and wildlife resources, and their 
use must be approved by the Federal administering agency.  
  
Guidelines for Application of Pesticides 
a.  Use pesticides only where other measures are impractical.  
b.  Use only registered pesticides according to label directions and subject to the following restrictions: 

(1)  Pesticides may be applied only by certified applicators. 
(2)  The placement of pesticides shall be accurately indicated on the largest scale USGS map 
available. 



(3)  Place warning signs at the entrance to the area where pesticides are being used to warn the 
public of any dangers to themselves or their pets.  
(4)  In the selection of pesticides, give preference to those that will have the least impact on 
non-target species and on the wilderness environment.  

 
8.  Chemical Treatment 
 Chemical treatment may be necessary to prepare waters for the reestablishment of indigenous 
fish species, consistent with approved wilderness management plans, to conserve or recover Federally 
listed threatened or endangered species, or to correct undesirable conditions resulting from human 
activity.  Proposals for chemical treatments will be considered and may be authorized by the Federal 
administering agency through application of the MRDP as outlined in Section E., General Policy.  Any use 
of chemical treatments in wilderness require prior approval by the Federal administering agency. 
 
Guidelines for Chemical Treatment 
a.  Use only registered pesticides according to label directions. 
b.  In selecting pesticides, give preference to those that will have the least impact on non-target species 
and on the wilderness environment. 

c.  Schedule chemical treatments during periods of low human use, insofar as possible. 
d.  Immediately dispose of fish removed in a manner agreed to by the Federal administering agency and 
the State agency.   
 


